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Updates
From the Project Manager

From the Academy
On 25 October 2019, the Democracy Works Academy1 2019
Fellows graduated from the programme that had helped to
develop them into aspiring future civil society leaders. The
first year of the Academy’s pilot project was successful,
equipping 21 Fellows from Gauteng, Limpopo, North West,
and Free State with the theoretical and practical knowledge
– including visiting historical and educational sites in South
Africa – to understand the critical challenges facing South
Africa. Key amongst these are healthcare, education,
poverty, and inequality.
The Fellows developed the skills needed to engage as
active and critical citizens in their communities, learning to

Noxolo Ntaka, DWA Project Manager

manage projects, develop their voices and inspire action in

“You must have some kind
of vision for your life. Even if
you don’t have know the plan,
you have to have a direction in
which you choose to go...you
want to be in the driver’s seat
of your own life because if you
are not, life will drive you.”
Oprah Winfrey

their communities.
In 2020, year two of the pilot project, the Academy looks to
remain on this path by delivering a quality experience to our
new group of Fellows. We hope to continue to bring lasting
and meaningful change to the lives of young people and
the communities of South Africa by investing in potential
change-makers to be accountable, responsive, transparent,
and active civil servants. This year we will provide three
residential seminars and an online learning platform to
28 new DWA Fellows in the Western Cape, Eastern Cape,
Northern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, and Mpumalanga.
In this newsletter, we reflect on the last residential seminar
attended by the 2019 group; the graduation; and how the
Democracy Works Academy recruitment is progressing in
2020.

As a young person, myself, Oprah Winfrey’s words have
carried me through good times and bad, and have been a
reminder of the importance of taking charge of what it is
one wants in life and hopes to achieve. The Academy seeks
to be a stepping stone for young people and a provider of
leadership development training. South Africa has a young
population. I believe that youthare the cornerstone of South
Africa’s development. As young people, the onus is on us to
take charge of our lives and to contribute to the betterment
of the country.

1 The Democracy Works Academy is a youth-focused, civic education
programme that empowers citizens with the skills to create a
transparent, accountable and responsible values-based resilient
democracy in South Africa.

Newsletter • May 2020

Overview
Third Residential
Seminar 2019

Graduation of DWA Fellows
2019

In October 2019, the Academy held its third and
final seminar for the 2019 Academy Fellows.
The seminar was titled Looking to the Future,
to build and foster Fellows with practical skills
they can continue to use in the future.

On 25 October 2019, the Democracy Works
Academy 2019 Fellows graduated from the programme that helped develop them into aspiring
future civil society leaders.
The Fellows graduated by completing the programme which

The training highlighted practical everyday skills, including
CV and email writing, events management, financial literacy,
social media management, public speaking training, and
networking. It also looked at the career paths the Fellows
had envisioned for themselves. To develop their networks,
we reached out to our partners and stakeholders that were
relevant to the Fellows’ prospective career paths. We covered
sectors such as business, civil society, and government.
Speakers and presenters included representatives from
KPMG, National Business Initiative (NBI), Mail & Guardian,
the Gauteng Provincial Legislature, and Youth Lab. This is
based on a view that exposing Fellows to cross-sector views,
including from the private sector, is a step towards resolving
fundamental democracy and development challenges.
Discussions explored the work they do, why it is important,
and what it is like to work their respective industries. We
ended off the week-long seminar by celebrating the Fellows
graduating from the programme.

included three residential seminars that addressed the State
of the Nation (exploring themes such as myself as a leader,
civic awareness, the constitution, ethics, morals and values);
Intergenerational Dialogues (with Ebrahim Ebrahim, Dr.
Makhosi Khoza and Fasiha Hassan); and Looking to the
Future. The online learning platform, in partnership with
The University of Pretoria, focused on Thought Leadership,
Critical Conversations, and Project Management.
At graduation, the Fellows were awarded an accredited
certificate from the University of Pretoria in Project
Management, Thought Leadership and Critical Conversations
and a certificate of participation from Democracy Works
Foundation.

First DWA Cohort,
Graduation 2019
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Democracy Works Academy
Fellowship Recruitment 2020

This year, the Academy is recruiting 28 new Fellows to participate in the programme. Recruitment
for 2020 is open from 15 February – 15 March. We have fine-tuned our recruitment and selection
process for the applicant selection and the interview stages.
For the recruitment drive, the communications team mailed

received numerous applications and enquiries about the

the Academy recruitment posters for 2020 to various

Academy. We look forward to this trend continuing. We have

universities, civil society organisations and communities in

also made headway in the Northern Cape by partnering

our targeted provinces of the Western Cape, Eastern Cape,

with the Northern Cape Provincial Legislature to mobilise

Northern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, and Mpumalanga. They

young people in their five municipal districts to apply for the

have also boosted targeted posts in the same provinces.

Academy.

As a result, halfway into the recruitment drive, we had

Recruitment materials

academy@democracyworksfoundation.org
+27 (0)10 023 0835

GET IN

TOUCH
Democracy Works Academy aims to support
the development of future leaders who can
make a real impact in their communities
through the development of specifics skills,
values, and knowledge.

http://democracyworks.org.za/category/
program/people-leaders/dwa/
The Link, 173 Oxford Road
Rosebank, Johannesburg, 2196
South Africa

This programme is driven by the vision
of democracy as a continuous work-inprogress, with the Academy being a vehicle
to strengthen broader civic engagement in
upholding the values enshrined in the South
African Constitution.

ARE YOU PASSIONATE ABOUT

SOCIAL JUSTICE +
WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
IN

YOUR COMMUNITY?

@DemocracyWF
@DemocracyWF
@DemocracyWF
Democracy Works Foundation

DEMOCRACY WORKS ACADEMY

WANTS YOU!

APPLICATIONS FOR THE 2020 ACADEMY COHORT WILL OPEN ON

15 FEB 2020 + CLOSE ON 15 MAR 2020 AT MIDNIGHT

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE ACADEMY
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.democracyworks.org.za
CAN MAKE
TOGETHER WE
DEMOCRACY WORK

CONTACT US
173 Oxford Road
WeWork, The Link, Rosebank
Johannesburg 2193
South Africa

Tel: +27 (0)10 023 0835
Web: democracyworksfoundation.org
Fax: +27 (0)86 274 5267
Email: info@democracyworksfoundation.org

